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LONDON BRIDGE, BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY. 

By reference to the article entitled " Friends in Burling- 
ton," begun in a preceding number of this magazine, it will 
be seen that the old town of that name was settled by people 
from two districts of England, viz., London and Yorkshire. 
Very naturally, those who had been neighbors in their native 
country, desired to continue that pleasant relation in the new 
town which they immediately began ,to lay out on their 
arrival in the Jerseys in 1677. The settlers from London 
built together to the west of the main street, which ran 
directly up from the river, while those from Yorkshire took 
the land lying on the east of the division line. The memory 
of their choice is still preserved in the name of York Street. 

Burlington at this period was made almost an island — 
quite so at high water — by a small stream flowing through 
the low, marshy meadows back of the town, and connecting 
the Assiscunk Creek with the Delaware. The richness of 
the alluvial soil, together with the protection from Indian 
surprises afforded by this comparative isolation, probably 
weighed with the colonists in their choice of a home. 
Each party built a bridge over the stream in its section of 
the new town, and these for many years were known respec- 
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tively as "London" and "York" bridges. The latter was 
situated in what is now the extension of Federal Street. 
There is no authentic record of its construction or appear- 
ance. Over it passed the road leading to Amboy and New 
York, and it remained in service until about 18u0, when it 
was superseded by a solid causeway. 

London bridge was a substantial piece of stone masonry, 
with a wide arch, on the main road to Salem and the south- 
ern settlements. The year of its construction is not known, 
but it was standing in 1700, and was probably built between 
1680 and 1690. There is no tradition of any previous struc- 
ture on the site. In 1856 it was widened some feet to ac- 
commodate the increased travel, and then was to all appear- 
ances as solid as on the day it was built. In 1867, however, 
the banks of the Silver Lakes, a series of artificial ponds for 
milling purposes, about a mile to the southward, covering 
some two hundred acres, suddenly gave way, owing to long- 
continued rains, and a sweeping torrent poured down toward 
the river. The opening of the bridge being quite inadequate 
to the sudden demand upon it, the foundations were quickly 
undermined, and a few hours sufficed for its complete destruc- 
tion. 

This old landmark has been replaced by a wooden bridge 
of no pretension to picturesqueness, but the spot is still 
known as " London Bridge" to every urchin of the neigh- 
borhood who dangles his fishing line in the stream. 

A. M. G. 



